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consul Vitellius, who governed Syria not in, but
against the interests of Rome, and looked upon
the provinces of the empire as territories which
could be farmed out to tetrarchs. The head-men
among the Samaritans, in their resentment against
me, came and fell at his feet lamenting. To
listen to them, nothing had been further from
their thoughts than to disobey Caesar. It was I
who had provoked the rising, and it was purely
in order to withstand my violence that they
had gathered together round Tyrathaba. Vitel-
iius listened to their complaints, and handing
over the affairs of Judaea to his friend Marcellus,
commanded me to go and justify my proceed-
ings before the Emperor himself. With a heart
overflowing with grief and resentment I took
ship. Just as I approached the shores of Italy,
Tiberius, worn out with age and the cares of
empire, died suddenly on the selfsame Cape
Misenum, whose peak we see from this very spot
magnified in the mists of evening. I demanded
justice of Caius} his successor, whose perception
was naturally acute, and who was acquainted
with Syrian affairs. But marvel with me, Lamia,
at the maliciousness of fortune, resolved on my
discomfiture. Caius then had in his suite at Rome
the Jew Agrippa, his companion, the friend of
his childhood, whom he cherished as his own
eyes. Now Agrippa favoured Vitellius, inasmuch
as Vitellius was the enemy of Antipas, whom